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P.O. B 3 x  C28 

GW~DEN,  COLORPOO ~ 0 2 . 0 9 2 8  

Novembcr 9,1992 92-DOE 12906 

. . . .  .... hk. Martin Hesmirk 
Rocky Flats Team 

Region V m  
999 18th S m t  . .  
suitc 500 
Denver, CO 80202-2466 

Dear Messrs Baughmvl and Hestmark: 

US. Environmental Protection Agency . . . . . . . .  

.... ... ....... ............ .... r._I___,,___,_____-.I .. - 
. . .  

... ......... . .............. __ __ _. _. .... .......... ..... .. .. .. ... ....... . . . . .  ...... 

3 i$ Tne U.S. Dcpnrrment of Energy Rocky Flats Office (DOE) zclznowledges receipt on 
October 26.1992. of your correspondence datsd Octobcr 22,1992, which rcquzsttd DOE 
to develop on Interim MeasWnrerim Remedial Action c1M/aA> for management of 
the A-sexis ponds, B-serjes ponds, Pond C-2, and the Landfill Pond undcr 
CERCLAmCRk According to your lener. thc aforementioned q u e s t  was made 
pursuanr to Paragraph 150 of the Interagency Agreement {LAG). An earlier lctter from 
Ihc U.S. Environmental Agcncy @PA) dated June 26,1992, discussed an inmrion io 
pursue a limited IMIIRA penaining to discharge contioi and spill containment which did 
nor include rhe breadth of irems listed in the October 22, 1992, letter. 

The ponds we cumntly regulared by and art in compliance with the National Pollutanr 
Discharge Elimina~on Systcm (hTDES) pcmit lirnitaIi0n.s. IL is our understanding ther 
thc ncw NPDES p ' n h  Will b=. prcpaied over rhe coming year. Addirior,aII>*, the. Rocky 
Flats Plant hrrs been working wilh the Colorado D e p m c n t  of Health (CDH) to ensure 
that dischargs from the tcrminal ponds (Ponds k - 4  and C-2) meet Segment 4 scandads 
as established by the Colorzdo M'arcr Quality C o n ~ o l  Commission and administered by 
the Water Quality Control Division of CDH. 

.. - .  

Considcring thc fact that the Ponds an c u m n f f y  managcsl in compliance with 
environrncnta! reguiations ond-that the appropriate aurhority-m address regulatory 
rcquiremenrs is NPDES. DOE is perplexed at h e  CDH end €PA assenjon of aufionyy 
mdcr he  LAG. ParGcu1;lrly unclmr is the invocation of authoriw undcr Paragraph 150 o f  

comply wiih CERCLSr/RCRA/Coloraoo Hazardom Wwrc Act Furiher, D O E  is unclear 
whcthcr CDE-! znd EPA inrmdcd to a d v m a c  h a t  additional worl: wzs necessary to 
accomplish ire objecrives of rhc LAG is sci fonb in Pm 32. On its face, such acuon 
severns unnctssary since the ponds zte presently meeting requiremenu of enlrironmental 

- - _ -  - 

- -  - - - - 

rhe LAG which acszribcs e categov of w x k ,  m IMA€U, to be devclop=d by DOE to c 

! mandates. 
---I---- _.-____l______l___ _______--_ -__ -_______-_ ____ __ _____  ~ 
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Obviously, clarification of the EPA and CDI-I objs t ivcs  is nccdcd to more substanlively 
respond to the requesr for an IMIIM xgarding war.e.r management for the Ponds. To 
h e l y  meet procedural requirements of the LAG, DOE hcrcby invokes dispute resolution 
a5 provided in Paragraphs 150 and 191 regarding the need for an LMlLRA or additional 
work and as fuxther deuiled in Parts 12 and 16 of the IAG. . .  

DOE requests that CDH clarify the comments provided in the October 22,1992, lcner, 
particularly in respxt to I k m s  3.4.5,  and 6, concerning pond cleanup schedules, 
discontinuation of water treatment, transfer, and spray cvaporation. DOE also requcsrs 
clariilcation from EPA on the pond clean-up time table. Until schcdules for 
environmental resrorarion md other plant activities arc dctcrmined, DOE believcs 
esrabkhing schedules for pond replaccmcnt now is premature. 

Water managcmcn: at RocLy Flats Plant continues to foliow the best management 
practices and good enginxring judgement required by the MDES permit, Federal 
Fadides Compliance Agreement and.Agreement-in-Phciple. A timely mecung of the 
panies .is imperaeve to addrcss the perception of a necd to mandatc a change in rhe 
appLlcable regularion of the Ponds. DOE would appreciate your clarification on these 
matters as soon .as possible, so that we may bzmr dtmmiue the focus of future 
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Sincerely, 

H- 
James n" '.Hartman 
Assistant Managcr 

for En~ironmentzl Managcmmr 

cc:, . 
1. Lukow, VMED, RFO 
C. Franklin, EMB, FSO 
J..Dion,EMB,IiFO 
G. Litus, EMB, ,RK) 
R. Schassburgkr, ER, E O ' .  . . . . .  

N. Cka.neda .  ER. RFO 

A. Rampcnaap. l3-453; HQ .. 

R Fzron, GC-I 1, HQ 

Et Kaltieidci, EH-222, H@ 
B. Fiehweg, SWD, EGGrG 
D. Ward. GC. EGbG 

. .J. P~Dc., ER, W O  . .  
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